The Under-Reported Reality of the Modern
Space Economy

[Excerpt — Introduction to Full Report]

The space economy is often treated as a distant frontier; something aspirational, expensive, and
relevant only to rocket companies and government agencies. In reality, it is already one of the most
quietly influential economic systems operating today. From satellite-enabled agriculture and maritime
navigation to GPS-synchronized financial markets and emerging lunar infrastructure, the space

economy has moved from theoretical to tangible, forming a substrate beneath much of modern society.

What is underreported is just how integrated space-derived services have become. Satellite data
now underpins climate modeling, logistics optimization, disaster response, and global communications.
Companies across industries increasingly rely on orbital imagery to forecast demand, monitor supply
chains, and assess environmental risk. Meanwhile, new frameworks such as LunaNet (a planned lunar
communications and navigation architecture) signal that space infrastructure is expanding beyond

Earth’s orbit into a scalable, commercial ecosystem.

This report begins by reframing the space economy as an active, present-day economic network
rather than a speculative future market. It examines the commercial players driving innovation, the
dual-use nature of space technologies, and the regulatory and ethical challenges emerging from rapid
orbital commercialization. As launch costs fall and data-driven industries expand, the strategic value of
space as a domain (commercially, politically, and technologically) will only grow. Understanding this

environment is essential for any organization preparing for the next wave of global innovation.
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